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S MOST NRILSe fOr e e in love to marm

— George Bernard Shaw

MOré action neédga '_

he Constitution of Nepal prohibits discnmina
T‘l:'[' of any kind based on gender, caste, or am
such things. There are laws which are there as deter
rents, vet discrimination in the society continues in
stead of abating. Many women are tortured for not
bringing enough dowry, and the accusation of witch
craft has seen many women physically abused or
even displaced from their place of residence. Dalits in
many places are yet to live as equal citizens of the
country despite the guarantee of equality by the state
and the constitution. The discrimination that pre
vails against the Dalits has landed them at the receiv
ing end in many places for various reasons. The men
tality of many people still are conservative as if they
were in the mediaeval ages and mete out physical vi
olence to the Dalits who do not do what the so-called
upper caste people direct them to. The reports of
such violence against the Dalits are reported quite of
ten, and there may be many such incidents which do
not come to light. Even the law has not been able to
be of much help to the Dalits in general. The rural set-
ting is where the discrimination against the Dalits is
the more pronounced
laking this into consideration, the non-Dalits o
the upper caste people had barred a Dalit woman
from entering the Brahmasthan Dewata te mpile, in
Pipariva, Dostiva in Rautahat disrict about a month
ago. and thev had even
Theg“" mn }f"nxn,:!f\ abused her
lhat was the seed for the
mttheh"m continuing clash between

the Dalits and non-Dalits

and m mp'e wheo even went to the ex
practice is an affair ent of vandalising the
former’s property. This is

Mmm a rlths-rp'-n!r SCenario,
.'M ﬂMl where the law is disre-
m of the garded and the elites in
of law the villages make their

words the law. The Dalits
are a marginalised com-
munity and had been exploited since ages. and only
i present times the constitution and the laws are in
"t:" ::\nur hu; that has not given them the
they have a right 1o, Such a stae Jalits
pinch the mn:-u-m-r but those :h(:: -, -
dom do not want to see their
Mheretore. despite the right of the A0
:nnu}m place, the non - Dilits have § ~d ¢
aw barming any Dalit MI-" e
I'he gull betwesn mh‘ :
Pevpie practice s anaf 1 = s

hie lies in the facy that the m—'

Inckdents are

Hoe does not follow 1. That the ¢
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Where’s the will?

Another attack on Dalits

sequent identity movements, Nepal is believed 10
be a far more equal society today than at any other
time in its 250-year-old history. The Interim Constitution
expressly forbids any kind of caste-based discrimination
I he country has entered into various international trea
ties promising an end to all forms of social discrimina
tions. Still, incidents of discriminations against the nearly
five million-strong Dalit population continue to pour in
from across the country with troubling frequency. In the
latest incident, around a dozen Dalits of Pipariya VDC
of Rautahat district were attacked and their houses van-
dalized by non-Dalit locals on Friday evening. Tension
between the two groups had been simmering ever since
a4 group of locals tried to bar Umesh Ram Chamar and
his prospective wife, both from Dalit community, from
getiing married at a Jocal temple. Apparently, the Dalit
community had retaliated against the forcible eviction of
ihe Chamars from the temple by setting upon some non-
Dalits. The Dalit community had also lodged a complaint °
against the attack on Chamars with the local police. The
ounterattack and the police complaint seem 10 have
enraged the non-Dalits anew, setting the scene for Fri-
day’s brutal retaliation
Last year, non-Dalits attacked ten Dalit families of Mul-
«harka village of Pida VDC in Dhading when 2 Dalit boy |
marmed a non-Dalit girl. Ten Dalit families had 10 leave
the village following the incident Also last Year, 2 man
oeionging 10 the Dalit community in Dailekh was beaten
uncorscious for allegedly crossing the doorstep of a non
Dalit household. Every time such incidents take place, ti.r
goveTninent wows o look into the matter and punish the
cu.pris And indeed. there have been arrests and prosecu-
Sor: for such discriminatory actions. But these incidents
are Deing repeated time and again because they are still not
§=tung he eTious attention they deserve. For instance
the Luewt attack on Dalit households in Rautahar conid
Buave been prevented if the local authorities had dec ey
siepped in 1 cool tensions soon after the Chamars weye
#zckes 2 rmonth agn Bat by sitting on the case for o long,
nopig it 1o fzzie tut of its own, tensions were allowed 50
Tt wndet the surface it was only 2 miatter of tume they

rubtied reer

Cne of the reasor e md“ﬂ
Dadars axe wo comenon cordd be lnck of Dali reprEvenila-
Tt ) S1 o asst decw s meaking bodies. Wilh i state |
mechar actn wil by ard apmtr e from
PViesr s poups the protems of »
WP 20 pereenst of e population bt
e i came e len b
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F ollowing the historic Jana Andolan in 2006 and sub-
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Unite and conquer

St rups nesg 0 poltcaly combat

nnmE-nasas dsormmmater 2t al el

e b v §lOoveEs smnr Die el oonsimom
mannsl cese-hassl dwsorrmmaton. Sepal spoEm s
sl gramancalt rng the gemmd e fe

eD 0 CESe ETEETY and e VATINLE INIESSSIE SR
Sl wWith T DOTTHne T eTEEL. AT e VETIIY ZYOie
tha haver ey Tl dscrmmannn aee e i
WU E e Tronsn et Sorr of mpressson. T e
ares oo e moumry, o Tt o o ¢ Sipd sudal’
HETTET TvessT eeTsettesoant Dais ¥Wher the amer e
emEchel {1 Dalie west T ST ISTIRE A D ATV WRR,
e & 0Tt o Ty EOssh Tha moiulEs s uniens:
azums Jmiie siss ol ihese ewEns e ciiset and
N U e Droscteramnil ¢ s’ themn hioveen ae
noTEEC 0 e nestis
e surl casrmecuTee s Foads e Kauvmng e
e grour o wors-Daie atmeiet ¢ Tadiv setieme ant
vammmtesr ol theises et Wi fe Jalte anemmest
‘LrmEEsTT Heer DTOReTy e weee eaen up and muressr
T heEn wer mHuee B
VeSETT BT tnTads

entaniu.,.;m PO mroestor of @ owetdmg s
veeli s i e gt T VAV TTOWIHCT) LR <CER e sy
W PR ansmm&m w
Tasdin meo itie sacad! ;



